Father Allan’s Reflections…
“If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked way, then I will hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14
As I write this month’s column, many have already cast their ballots in this year’s
midterm elections having taken advantage of early voting locations or absentee ballot
opportunities. Thank you for your service to our nation and communities – a service made possible through
the sacrifice of many whom our nation pauses to remember and honor on November 11.
Like many of you, I am anxious for this year’s election season to be over, just as I pray for a return to some
sense of civility and leadership in public discourse. It was in the midst of those prayers that I was reminded
of the above text from 2nd Chronicles. It has been my experience – in my own life and as others have testified
- that when God’s people admit to our limitations (i.e. “humble ourselves”) and, therefore, pray, seek God’s
face and commit to embrace and live God’s ways and values (i.e. turn from wicked ways), God acts to restore
relationships and communities every time – God does “forgive their sin and heal their land.”
To that end, I invite you to join with me in offering the following prayers now through Election Day and
beyond. God has promised, “I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” May our
fervent prayers and our commitment to living and upholding God’s ways and values make that healing and
forgiveness a reality in us and in every community.
For an Election, BCP p. 822.
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges:
Guide the people of the United States (or of this community) in the election
of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws,
the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Yours in service to the Gospel,

Allan +
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1

Randy McDonough

2

Margaret Love

5

Sarah Donovan

5

Judy Nye

6

Savannah Copeland

9

Lori Dean

10 William McGuire
11 Gabriela Norfleet
12 Jerri Borgman
13 Meagan Ford
14 Morgan Ford
14 Terry Marshall
17 Jeremy Ringler
18 Jim Brown
18 Niki Craig

18 Matthew McGuire
20 Emma Ringler

November 5
Bert and David Yates

22 Lucy Binning
22 George Devine

November 11
Kim and Tav Gauss

22 Reid Armstrong
24 John Dewees
24 Adam Kallestad

November 24
Pat and Rick LeVarge

24 Marie Kallestad
24 Caroline Shepherd

November 26
The Rev. Allan and Pan McCaslin

25 Beth Loflin
25 Ed Beck
25 Susan Poorman
26 Iona Brigham
29 Thomas McDonough

Prayer List
Please hold these people in your healing prayers this week:
For Healing: Our injured and disabled military personnel, our veterans, all civilians harmed in conflict, and
for Jett, Stuart, Philip, Dayton, Luke, Bernie & Joan, Lindsay, Keely, Mary S., Smut S., Scotty, Ray G., Lisa,
Laura B., Gini H., Wendell, Ted N., Brianna M., Gretchen M., Noyes L., Marilyn W., Rick & Pat L., Pam C.,
Gerry P., Shirley N., Kathryn M., Rebecca M., Barbara L., Mike H., Judy & Phil B., Bill R., Anita, Sam Y.,
Jim P., Al & Susan T., Emily, Dave L., Frances S., Bill B., Greg M., Laura S., Laura B., Roberta T., Rossi T.,
Barbara A., Bill M., Cindy M., Elizabeth B., Carol J., Claire M., Fred K., Mason S., Parry L., Gail T.,
Carrington T., Shelly T., David H., A.J. M., John & Catherine R., Mary A., Elizabeth Y., Lenny H., Tom &
Jenise, Christine Z., Ben C., , Antonia, John S., Walt B., Doris, Randy, Sandy, _______.
For those in Harm’s Way: Hayley, Nathan, Brittany, Harrison, Ian, Galena, Ruslan, all Peace Corps
workers & volunteers, all who serve in the armed forces, and all health & relief workers at home and
abroad.
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A series of “Inquirer Classes” are being formed to explore the Episcopal (Anglican) tradition and
practice of faith. Commencing in January and meeting monthly on a weekday evening, we share a
simple supper and followed by a presentation and study on a particular aspect of Christian faith and the
Episcopal Church. Gatherings last for about 1½ hours (including supper).
Each class offers participants an opportunity to grow in faith in the comfort of a relaxed atmosphere
(i.e., no pressure to join the church) and simply learn more about Holy Cross Church and the Episcopal
way of walking and living the Christian faith. For those so inclined, the classes also serve as an excellent
way to prepare for renewing one’s personal commitment to Christ, for becoming a
member of the Episcopal Church via the sacramental rite of Confirmation, or
renewing one’s Confirmation vows, transferring membership to Holy Cross, or simply
experiencing a refresher in Episcopal/Anglican the ology, polity, and witness.
Class size is limited. Therefore, please contact Fr. Allan at (828) 963-4609 ext. 22 for
additional information and/or to register for the class as soon as possible.

Join us for a time of silence, prayer and music patterned after the style of Christian worship
practiced by the ecumenical Taizé community in France, characterized by the repetitive
singing of simple harmonized tunes, often in various languages, interspersed with readings,
prayers, and periods of silence. Bring a friend, come sit in prayer, be thankful. Click on
Compline Zoom link on parish news page to join from afar.

Remember to turn your clocks BACK one hour
before retiring on Saturday evening November 5th.
Enjoy the extra hour sleep and we’ll see you at
Worship at 9:30 followed by the Annual Meeting on Sunday morning!

 Holy Cross Episcopal Church

Page 3

November 2022 Newsletter

ANNUAL MEETING

A time of Worship, Celebration, Information, Election & Great Food!
All Saints’ Sunday, November 6, 2022
On Sunday, November 6 we will gather together for one, united service of Worship and Holy
Eucharist at 9:30 am followed by Brunch and our Annual Meeting at 10:30.
Annual Meetings at Holy Cross are a wonderful time of celebration of the past year, as well as, an
opportunity to discern for the future. This is also an opportunity to introduce new members, review
various reports on the mission of this parish, and, best of all, enjoy one another’s company!
This year’s meeting will also be an opportunity to elect three new members to the Vestry.
Biographies describing the gifts and abilities of our slate of nominees recommended by the Nominating
Committee are posted in Skiles Hall. Additional nominations from the floor are welcome provided that
the particular nominee has agreed to stand for election and meets the requirements of a Vestry person
according to Parish by-laws and Episcopal Church Canons.
We have much to be thankful for and to celebrate at Holy Cross! So, plan to be a part of this annual
gathering, learn about opportunities for ministry, enjoy food and fellowship, and give thanks for our
continuing life together in Christ at this incredibly blessed and active parish.

The clock may change, the leaves may fall and the morning air chilly and crisp. Moving into times of
deeper listening and reflection, one still needs companionship. Coffee’s on by Zoom has served as a
place to come together to discuss recent issues, pray for each other, weep, laugh and yes, even sip on
coffee or our tea. All are invited to drop in at 10am on Saturdays. November and December each have
times where the link found on the parish news page will take you to our gathering. Please join us.
holycrossvallecrucis.net/parish-news, scroll to the link for Coffee’s On.
November 5

November 19

December 10

December 17
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Election Eve Prayer Service
6:00 pm Monday, November 7, 2022
Church of the Holy Cross, Valle Crucis
All are invited to gather this evening for one hour and, with one heart and with one mind, lift up prayers
to God on the eve of our national elections. Our nation, states, and communities continue to be divided
by race, politics, lies, fear, and suspicion, perhaps, more so than at any other time in our memory. Thus,
it seems even more urgent for God’s people to come together to pray for our nation and leaders. The
service will consist of scripture readings, brief times for silent reflection, and prayers.

The FINAL Men's Night Out gathering for 2022 will be held in the Dining Hall at the Valle Crucis
Conference Center from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15. Our gracious host is Walter
Browning, VCCC Board Chair and HC Vestry Member, and he is working with Chef Abby Tetterton
to plan a feast to kick-off the upcoming holiday season and celebrate another successful year of MNO.
Guests? Absolutely! Men’s Night Out is an opportunity for men of the parish and our
community to enjoy an evening together. Feel free to bring a friend... or three.
Men’s Night Out is an opportunity for men from within the parish and in our community to enjoy
having an evening of fellowship together. The suggested donation for the meal is $20 per person but
remember to bring your favorite beverage to enjoy, and feel free to include a friend… or two.
Please RSVP by noon on Monday, November 14 via email to KeithTMartin@gmail.com or by text or
phone to (704) 608-2755 so that Chef Abby knows how much food to prepare. NOTE that we'll be
taking three months off during the winter season, but will resume our MNO gatherings in March 2023.

Adult Christian Education (ACE)

Sundays at 9:45 am – Upper Skiles Hall
Gather in Skiles Hall on Sunday November 13, 20, and 27 as Ron McInnes provides an overview and
group discussion on the Epistle of James. This small, but brilliantly written book is considered by
many biblical scholars to be one of the earliest New Testament books written. For James, faith was no
abstract proposition. Rather, it had real effects in the world of the original recipients as it does for each
of us today. James provides us with numerous practical examples and challenges to living a life of faith
in Christ impacting every area of our lives and driving us to truly engage in the lives of other people in
the world.
 Holy Cross Episcopal Church
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Sun

(From Nov. 6: Savannah
Copeland’s birthday)

6 9:30am
Holy Eucharist
All Saints Day
10:30am Brunch and
Annual Meeting
*Daylight Savings

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

Thu

4

Fri

Sat

12 Jerri Borgman’s
birthday

3

11 Gabriela Norfleet’s
birthday and Kim & Tav
Gauss’ anniversary

2 Margaret Love’s
birthday

10
William McGuire’s

birthday

17
Jeremy Ringler’s birthday

24
24
Thanksgiving Day

25 Susan Poorman,
26 Iona Brigham’s
Beth Loflin and Ed Beck’s birthday and The Rev. R.
birthday
Allan and Pan McCaslin’s
anniversary

19 10 am Coffee’s
On via Zoom

5 10 am Coffee’s
On via Zoom
Sarah Donovan and Judy
Nye’s birthday
Bert & David Yates
anniversary

9 Lori Dean’s birthday

16

23

30

(From Nov. 24: John
Dewees, Adam Kallestad,
Marie Kallestad and
Caroline Sheppard’s
birthday and t & Rick
Levarge’s anniversary)

18 Jim Brown, Niki
Craig and Matthew
McGuire’s birthday

1 6pm
Contemplative
Worship Service at
Holy Cross
Randy McDonough’s
birthday
8

15

Morgan Ford and
Terry Marshall’s birthday

14

Megan Ford’s b-day

21

22 Lucy Binning Smith,
George Devine and Reid
Armstrong’s birthday

13 8:30 & 11:00am
Holy Eucharist

20 8:30 & 11:00am
Holy Eucharist

29 Thomas
McDonough’s birthday

Emma Ringler’s birthday

28

27 First Sunday
Advent 8:30 &
11:00am Morning
Prayer (with Rev.
Deacon Mike Alford)
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presented ten local non-profits with $25,000.00, part of the proceeds from last year’s
Valle Country Fair.
MOC is looking for new members. If you’d like to learn what we do, please contact Suzie
Long at 828-264-0685 or Judy Bondi at 828-297-1998.

The Holy Cross ECW will be having it’s 2nd annual pre-Thanksgiving Bake Sale on Sunday
November 20th after the 11:00 am service.
Come and buy delicious treats to serve to friends and family over the holiday!
ECW will also be hosting “Coffee hour” that morning so you can sample some of the
wonderful baked goods we’ll be selling.

Each year the Board of Directors of Hospitality House invite members of the community to assist in
gathering needed gifts for those who seek shelter or receive services. This year’s list includes many
items. If you would like to help provide gifts, flannel pants/pajama bottoms for men and women,
sizes XXL to medium, fleece jackets or hoodies for men and women, XXL to medium, or blankets are
needed. We gather 60 for the men and 60 for the women. Invite family members to help go together
to buy several blankets or let your grandchildren pick out several hoodies. Or if you would rather
make a monetary donation towards the purchase of same, please send a check to Hospitality House,
PO Box 309, Boone, 28607, attn Finance Director with a memo: Christmas Gifts. Please let Ron
McInnes, ron@liveataltitude.com or Pan McCaslin, panamc05@gmail.com know how you would like
to help and if you need gifts picked up. Thank you.

It’s almost time for the
There are several children at Valle
Crucis school and several residents at The Life Care Center in Banner Elk
for whom Holy Cross Church is their only Santa Claus.
We will be sending out a registry for you to sign up to donate gifts soon.
Thank you for being a part of The Little Church that Helps People!
Thank you,
Judy
 Holy Cross Episcopal Church
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Notes from
the Attic
The following notes were written by Sarah G. Marsh Wagoner who arrived at the Valle Crucis Industrial School
(later the Valle Crucis Mission School) in July 1909. Mrs. Wagoner was the Marilyn Welch’s step-grandmother.
Mrs. Wagoner was one of the “pillars of the church” for many years and always adding to the Holy Cross bank
account in times of need. Another one of God’s devoted servants who labored untiringly to keep the beacon of
light burning in the valley.
In July 1909 I arrived in the land of adventure. I had come up from Johnson City in the little narrow
gauge train (Tweetsie) to Elk Park and was met there by the driver with the School team and a borrowed
surrey. I had supposed we would cover the FOURTEEN MILES to Valle Crucis in two or two and a half
hours, but the driver informed me that the road was “powerful bad”, and so having to stop to shoe a
horse, to wait for a girl to come down a mountain side and join us, we then in a narrow road locked front
wheels with an ox wagon which jammed us against a stump and broke our doubletree. Time out for repairs. After about FIVE HOURS on the road the horses thought it worth while to trot, we turned into a
driveway and were at the (Valle Crucis Industrial) School. I had a pleasant welcome form Miss Tongue,
the principal, a later supper for saved for me and we joined the others, a small group, household and
summer guests, and all sat on the long porch of the other building, Auchmuty Hall (main building), and
enjoyed the beautiful valley ringed around with mountains and flooded with the light of a full moon.
That building though it had been in use the previous winter was not yet finished and the porch was just
that day floored as far around as the center door. Next morning after breakfast I was told to follow the
path from the kitchen down the hill to the chapel (now Crab Orchard Hall) and the old Mission House
where I would find “everybody” gone down to see a neighbor hiving the bees. I followed the path, turned
a corner and saw the reverend deacon-in-charge running in big circles, the swarm of bees close behind
his head. He escaped, Uncle Abel, wise in the ways of bees, got them into the hive and I was introduced
to the first of the clergy of Holy Cross mission whom I have known through these fifty years. Let me say
now each one with his individual qualifications has made a valuable contribution to our Church life here
(in Valle Crucis). The following morning I was called out to meet an old man who was a local school
boy in Bishop Ives’ time He showed me where the old brick kitchen stood behind the Bishop Ives cabin
then on its original site below the highway (now Dutch Creek Road) and told me that many a time had
been given supper in that kitchen on a cold night. There was still standing down in the valley an old
barn of Bishop Ives’ day, past use. The School at that time had a dairy herd of jerseys which made music
on the way to and from pasture with an octave of cow bells given by the music loving priest at Blowing
Rock. I arrived at Valle Crucis on July 1st. On the morning of the 4th of July there was frost. During the
first week in August 1909 there was a meeting of the Convocation of Morganton at Valle Crucis. On the
last morning of the convocation, the Feast of the Transfiguration, our deacon, The Rev. Hugh A. Dobbin
was advanced to the priesthood. Later that summer there was a wedding, one of the school girls married
to a young man from Philadelphia, noteworthy as the first wedding in Holy Cross Chapel, and unusual in
that the bridegroom fainted dead away in the middle of the service! That winter in January 1910 there
was another wedding in the chapel, Miss Tongue the principal of the School married to the Rev. John
Seagle. On her departure she left a school of FORTY-EIGHT boarding pupils and nearly as many day
scholars, boys and girls!!The following summer Bishop Horner brought his sister, Miss Mary Horner, to
be principal of the School, a position she filled for almost twelve years. It was an outstanding period in
the history of the school and it was Miss Horner’s character and personality that made it so. Her devotion to duty was an example to us all, and her influence touched the whole community as well as the
school. She was looked up to with respect and admiration, and she valued, claimed and received the
Cont...
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friendship of all not only for herself but for the school also. Very recently (1959) I was told by one
who was a boarding pupil at that time, “I wouldn’t take a million dollars for what I learned from
Miss Horner”.
We are indebted to Mrs. Wagner for her untiring love and devotion to the Church’s mission here in the
Valle. She was one of many in a long line of God’s faithful servants who gave so much of their time,
talents, and funds to help those in need - a great example for all to follow

Music Notes
“And on that day you shall say, give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name.” (Isaiah 12:4)
November blessings to one and all! As we close out the Autumn season this month, we can reflect on what
a truly colorful October we experienced here in the High Country! It was a blessing to venture out on any
errand or drive, and view the vibrant reds, yellows, orange and green tones—all mixed together in perfect
harmony. It was a time to give thanks, even as we enter November when gratitude is especially due! As we
approach All Saints Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, and Thanksgiving, we do so with a thankful heart for
our many blessings.
Sunday, November 6 honors all the Saints (and all the Souls) who have graced our lives with their faith.
The anthem this day is a short but appropriate one, Comfort, O Lord, the Soul of Thy Servant. English composer,
William Crotch, wrote this piece in 1798 as part of a collection of church anthems titled “Ten Anthems”.
Interestingly, Crotch, like Mozart, was a child prodigy in music. At the age of two, Crotch was entertaining
famous musicians with his organ abilities. By the time he was three and a half, Crotch advanced to playing
for King George III (yes, That one!) As a brilliant music student at Oxford University in 1793, it is believed
that Crotch possibly composed the Westminster Chimes for the famous Big Ben clock tower. At any rate, Comfort,
O Lord is a peaceful anthem with nice vocal harmonies. The music is developed from only one short text:
“Comfort, O Lord, the soul of thy servant. For unto thee do I lift up my soul.”
Sunday, November 13 brings a taste of the harvest season with an arrangement by Katherine K. Davis of
the hymn, We Gather Together. The anthem begins with the men singing a straightforward statement of the
hymn. The women then join at verse two in simple harmony, before the music advances to a complex third
verse. At this final statement, a challenging descant enters, with a powerful full chorus at the very end.
Other seasonal pieces will spice up the worship this day as well, contributing to a potpourri of harvest,
scripture, and steadfast faith.
Sunday, November 20 is Christ the King Sunday, with special musical guests, the Choir of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church (Charlotte). It is a joy to welcome this talented adult choir back to worship at Holy Cross! Director
Elizabeth Lenti and Organist, Andrew Pester, join us both in conducting and at the organ bench on this
festive holy day. The offertory anthem, My God, My Portion by James Hopkins, is a combined Choir piece
based on an American folk hymn. The St. Peter’s Choir will also provide a second anthem at Communion,
which will certainly touch our Eucharist with divine grace! Along with traditional, regal hymnody and
descants, the music this day will be extra-glorious!
Finally, November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent. The anthem will be Call to Advent, by J. Jerome Williams.
This unique medley of two familiar hymns, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” and “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep
Silence”, offers a pensive reflection of Christ’s coming to earth in human form. With a cappella choral
voices—mixed with handbell tolls on only three notes-- this anthem effectively delivers us to a new liturgical
season.
In peace, hope, and love,
Elaine Kallestad
 Holy Cross Episcopal Church
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